
Foundations for Literacy in EYFS at 
Amberley Primary School

Literacy is one of the four subject specific areas of the EYFS Statutory Framework. The intention is, that by the end of Reception, children will 
achieve ‘Reading,’ ‘Writing’ and ‘Comprehension’ Early Learning Goals. Developing secure Literacy skills is underpinned by developing our 
children’s Communication and Language, as well as their physical development; our EYFS provision at Amberley reflects this, implementing a 
language rich environment, high quality texts, conversations with children that embed new vocabulary, emphasis on reading for pleasure and 
opportunities to develop their gross and fine motor skills engaging in mark making and writing in a variety of explorative and purposeful ways.

In Nursery, we talk about and share books with children, notice print in our environment and encourage children to make marks, developing their 
awareness that marks carry meaning. We explore mark making in our play, writing shopping lists in the ‘Home Corner’ and experimenting with 
the different marks we can make at the writing table and other areas of the environment. In our sound play sessions, the children experience a 
range of activities exploring environmental and instrumental sounds, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds and oral segmenting and 
blending that help our children to tune into sounds and prepare them for Phonics in Reception.
In Reception, we use the ‘Read Write Inc’ phonics programme to deliver high quality, pacey teaching to support our children in learning to read 
and write. Children learn to recognise all their letter sounds and to blend and segment phonemes to read and write simple words.
Activities in the continuous provision encourage children to practice and consolidate what they have learnt and the books children take home to 
read are carefully matched to each child’s ability to ensure all our children experience success and enjoy reading.

Within our provision, we encourage children to share stories in the book areas and expose children to text and symbols around the environment. 
We develop children’s vocabulary by picking out key words in texts and sharing what they mean, as well as introducing them to new vocabulary 
in our topics and through conversations with our children offering that little bit more. Story time is an everyday part of our provision and, by 
reading some texts using the ‘over and over’ approach, we can develop children’s vocabulary, understanding of text structure, talk about 
characters and plot, rhythm and rhyme and help our children to develop a life long love of reading.



The books we use within out EYFS provision at Amberley have been carefully selected to enable:

Learning:-
• about narrative conventions
• about characterisation
• about language structures
• about rhyme and rhythm
• how to predict and infer

Learning:
• more about the wider world
• about concepts in more depth
• new and more complex vocabulary to 

share knowledge and explain ideas

Our EYFS book spine at Amberley states the key texts we use each half term.

Please see the Literacy or EYFS section of our website for the full Amberley EYFS book spine.  



The following document shows in greater detail how our Amberley EYFS curriculum prepares children for English/Literacy 
in KS1 and beyond.

The activities below the 
blue arrow form part of 
our regular continuous 
provision offer at 
Amberley that support the 
foundations of Literacy.

The document to the right 
states the ELG’s that link 
with English (Literacy).

The objectives on the 
following slide show the 
progression of skills 
developed specific to 
Literacy in Nursery and 
Reception that are taught 
through adult led direct 
teaching or specifically 
targeted in the provision 
at Amberley.



Reception



Nursery



The Nursery offer at Amberley Primary school allows us to meet the EYFS Statutory Framework and the suggested Literacy 
Development learning specified in the ‘Development Matters, Revised 2023’ Document. This document states that children aged 
3 to 4 years old will be learning to:

• Understand the five key concepts about print: 
- print has meaning 
- the names of the different parts of a book 
- print can have different purposes 
- page sequencing 
- we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom 

• Develop their phonological awareness: 
- spot and suggest rhymes 
- count or clap syllables in a word 
- recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother

• Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary

• Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing e.g. writing a shopping list that starts at the top of the 
page; writing ‘m’ for mummy

• Write some or all of their name

• Write some letters accurately



Here are some examples of our enacted curriculum linking to Literacy.

In Nursery, the class stories we read at story time then go into the book corner. This 
means the children already are familiar with the book and can enjoy sharing the stories 
with their friends in their own words, recalling the events and talking about the 
characters.

Nursery

Books are in varied areas of the provision. This 
little boy is reading a story to his baby, role-
playing in the home corner.



One of our Nursery topics is linked to 
celebrations. We looked at birthday cards and 
then created our own.



At Christmas, we wrote toy lists for Santa.

On the writing table,
children read the widget 
symbol challenge card and 
tried to draw one of the 
objects.



Children have a go at making simple 
representations and copying patterns 
(horizontal and vertical lines, swirls, 
zig-zags and crosses).



A visit from the library 
bus. We listen to a 
story and then get to 
choose one to take 
home.



We play our environmental sounds game to help us to tune 
into the common sounds we hear.

In Nursery, homework tasks link to learning in the
provision, such as making animal noises for parents and 
carers to guess!



Reception learn about their local area, ‘Killingworth.’ They worked 
together to make their own map.

Reception

Here is an example of a child-initiated 
activity, where children used pebbles to
form the letters in their name.



Here is an example of our messy mark making – forming 
letters in the shaving foam.

We practise our letter formation on the whiteboards.



We practise our letter 
formation independently 
at the writing tables.

Here is an example of a caption written by a 
child, who has used their phonics knowledge 
to segment and blend the words so that they 
can then have a go at spelling them.

Here is an example of a collage burger and a 
menu! Our children create independent 
exploratory writing linked to their own 
fascinations.



“Mr Tiger coming to dinner. He 
was eating all the cakes and all of 
the pies and then he drinking all of 
the water and then water wasn’t 
coming out of the tap and he made 
a mess.”

Here, our children practise reading digraphs and 
matching pictures that begin with the same 

initial sound.

One of our children
acts as the teacher
and reads a story to
her classmates!


